
Key points for laboratory identification of 

Cyclospora sp., Cryptosporidium sp., and Isospora belli 

A B C 
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Oocysts in stool smears stained with modified acid-fast 
stain: 
A  Cryptosporidium parvum 
B  Cyclospora cayetanensis 
C  Isospora belli 

Oocysts in stool smears stained with safranin stain: 
D  Cryptosporidium parvum 
E  Cyclospora cayetanensis 
F  Isospora belli  
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 Wet mount preparations 
  G  Cyclospora cayetanensis sequence showing sporulation event from unsporulated oocyst (far left)    

to sporulated oocyst containing 2 sporocysts (far right) 
  H  Isospora belli 
   I  Cyclospora cayetanensis 


